ty. "+ Y 
- THE 4 


D OCTRIN E , 
Paſſive Obedience: : 


Aſﬀerted in a 


EE 


Preach'd on Fanuary 30.-1684. 


_ 


By James Ellecby, M. A. Vicar of 
Chiſwick m Middleſex. 


—— 


— — 


_ For Rulers are not a Terrour to good Works, but to the Evil : 

- Wile thou then not be afraid of the Powers? Do that 
| which is goad, and UE have praiſe of the ſame. 
Rom. 13. 3. 
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"THIS. Diſcowſe was ſent tothe Preſs the Mun- ec. 2. 
'F | day after it was preachd, and part of it print+ 
ed before the much lamented Death of his late Majevty, of 
moſt Dear and Happy Memory ; the Intent where- 
* was nat to. flatter Princes into an Abuſe of their Power, 
or make thei more Abſolute than the Law hath done ( a 

Calumny, which ſome are apt to faſten.on the Dofirine 0 
| Paſſrve Obedience ,) but to 5's jetts theis ny 
| to Governours upon all Occaſions, and inſtrutt them in 
the Principles of Subjeftjon, according to the Laws of the 
Land, and Rules of the Goſpel ; wherein I bave bad re- 
' gard to thoſe Ferſons, who make ſhew of a more than 
| ordinary. Zeal for Religion, . yet are apparently defeFiive 
ke in the two great Duties of Charity and Loyalty, \to 
hn f them thoſe Compleat Chriſtians they would be ta- 
en for. 

' This Sermon, with another of the like nature; "was 
at firſt preachd ſome Vears ago ; now what paſs'd for 
goog Dottrine againſt one ſort of men then, I hope will not 

e thought otherwiſe now ; for Truth doth never alter nor 

| | Az yary. 


ma 


: - To the Reader. : 


do. 1 hope in God, ſeeing our Preſent Sovereign bath been 
pleaſed to decldart ( to the injenite ſatisf action of the 
whole Kingdom ) bu Royal Intention to Govern and con- 
ti ings as7they are-now Settled and-by Law-Efta- 
bliſh,'we ſouff have no reaſon ta-cheriſh-agy Fears and 
Featonfies, butfather tobt2ſs God for inctiming bis Royal 
Heart ſo Graciouſly toward this poor Church and 
State.” Therefore; infteud of carrying on their-old Diſ- 
coments: and FaSios againſt the Government, People 
angh} to Own and Submit to the good Providence of God, 
who hath preſery'd his Majeſty that- now is from ſo 
many imminent Dangers, and brought him co the Throne 
in) Peace and Safety, notwithſtanding all' the Attempts 
and Oppoſitions' that have been made to the contrary. 
Let #s then perform the Daty of good SubjeBts, in yield» 
ig 'that Obedience and Sabjeftion which we owe to onr 
Lawful' Prince, ' and of good Chriſtians, m praying 
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that be may Reign long 4 L PI 
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PROVERBS 3o. 31. 


—— And a King, againſt whom there s 
no Riſeng up. Þ 


T' ESE Proverbial Sayings of the Wiſe man, carry 

their own Senſe and Context along with them, and 

are colle&ed together without any great Order or 
Dependance upon one another. | 

In the beginning of this —_— we have Agwr's humble 
and modeſt Wiſh Br a contented mediocrity, preferrable to 
both Extreams of Poverty and Riches : The remaining part 
is ſpent in the obſervation of ſome remarkable Qualities, 
peculiar to ſeveral ſorts of Creatures, 

Thelaſt here mentioned takes notice of four things, which 
are Comly and Majeſtick in their Going, 4 Lyon which is 
ſtrongeſt among Beaſts, and turns not away for any; a Grey- 
hound, a He-Goat, anda King, againſt whom there is no ri- 
ſing up. 

[ ſhall not ſpend time in giving you an account of the 
various Readings and Opinions of Interpreters upon theſe 
Words 3 but preferring our own Verſion as the moſt ge- 
nerally received, I ſhall only obſerve that the firſt and laſt 
of theſe, the Lyon and the King, have their particular 
Characters annext to them 3 a Lyon which tis King among 
Beaſts, is ſo ſtrong, as he neither Fears nor Turns away 
from any thing 5 and a King, he is ſo Sacred among 
Men, as no Man ought to Riſe up, or Turn againſt him : 
The former is generally fear'd for his great Strength 
and undaunted Courage z and the latter, no leſs ” 

B e 


| (2) 

be Reverenc'd for his Sacred CharaQter and Supream Au- 
- "By a King herewe are to underftand-a Sovereign Prince, 
one inveſted with the Supream Power of a Nation, and not 
ſuch Titular and Precartous Princes, as were the Kings a- 
mong the Lacedemonians,or thoſe under thoſe Romans; 2ui 
n0n proprio, ſed precario jure imperabant, wn the Words of 
Grotizs 3 who had little of Royalty belonging to them, 
beſide the Name and Ceremony, at moſt, were but Kings 
upon Courteſie, and reign'd at the Pleaſure of the Senate 
and People. But by King here is meant, ſuch a one as Solo- 
wor himſelf was,the ſuppoſed Author of theſe Words,under 
the name of Agzy ; one who is acknowledg'd Sovercign in 
his Kipgdom, who holds his Crown Independant on any 
but God, as having no Equal, much leſs Superiour upon 
Earth: And (ach a one as this the Laws do acknowledge 
our King to be, when they call his Crown an [mperia/ 
Crown, reſembling that of the Rowan Emperours, which 
was Abſolite and Independant 5 when they Entitle him 
upon all Occaſions, Our Sovereige Loyd the K ing, when 
they account his Perſon Sacred and Inviolable, which can- 
not be but in reſpe& of his Authority, which muſt there- 
fore be Divine in its Original, and Inſeparable from his 
Perſon 3 when they affirm he is Legibas Solutws, free from 
the Coercive Power of the Law 3 and enjoyn us to pray 
for him as Supream in all Canſes, and aver all Perſons, through- 
ext his Majeſties Realms and Dominions. 


- Againſt ſuch a King as this, there is no Riling vp, that is,. 


there ought to be none : No Force or Violence, no Qp- 
poſition or Reſiſtance can lawfully be made againſt a Sq- 
vereign Prince, who recetves his Power immediately from 
God, and therefore to him alone can be accou" table for ir. 

From the Words thus open'd, you may eaſily ghels at. 
the Subjet Matter, and Intent of my enſuing Diſcourſe, 
which will be to prove, and if ny convince you of 


the great Sin and Danger of Reliſting a Supream Lawfyl An- 
thority, 


(3) 

[} therity, wherever it is lodg'd, either in one of more, and 

upon what Account it becomes utterly unlawful ſo to do. 
$. Now that Reſſtarce of this nature is a Sin, I am 

throughly fatisfied, and the Reaſons why I believe o, are 

ſuch as follow. 

$. 1. Becauſe it is an Aﬀront and Violation offered to 
a Divine Ordinance, and that Goverhinent is a Divine Or- 
dinance I might prove at large, from the Teſtimony of all 
Nations concerning it 3 from the joynt Confeſſion of the 
whole Chriſtian Church, Primitive and Refornrd, and i 
particular by that of our own, together with the Laws of 
1 the Land, which do acknowledge atid ſuppoſe as- mriach. 
Bur however, there is leſs need of infifting upon theſe, be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle St. Paul doth exprefly affirnt it, and this 
he doth by a Spirit of greater Infalibility thanthat of Roxee, 
or any other Set or Party of Men, who have taught rhe 
contraty. Rom. 13. I, 2. There is no power but ; th ;the 
powers thet be are ordain'd of God, whoſoever therefore re- 
fiteth the powers, refilteth the Ordinance of God. 

Now that Reſiſtance is /an Aﬀeront thereunto, 1 think 
none will cenys fot-it is to. overthrow what God himſelf 
hath EſtubliſWd, to pluck up what he hath Planted, and 
to make vord, as riuch as in us lieg, the Providence of 
God in the Government of the World. 

. It was Gamalicts Argument to- the Councel, that toy 
ſhould 'not evil intreat the Apoſtles, lei# haply they ſhowld 
found to fight againſt God. The like caution may be given 
in this Caſe, that no Man ought to offer the leaſt refiltance 
to Civil Authority, nor ſo much av hift up a hand oft fin- 
ger againſt thoſe whom' God hath-ſeCover them, leſt -hap- 

ber found(t/length t6 4 5 God, in the Per- 
on'of his'Vivegerent. For our Saviours'way of Reaſoning, 
which he uſeth\ ity another Inſtance, for' vindicating-the 
Miſſion arid” Authoricy of his Apoſtles, holds cod bikes 
]- pr v7 6 yr a eter ge deſpifſeab We, Luk1016 

defpiſedb -bini Ht [086 wes, Th Hike wiatirier,- he that offers 
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BY C4) 
reſiſtance tothe Power or Perſon of the Sovereign, doth im 
that.very AQ, reſiſt the Ordinance 'of God, and he that 
reliſteth a Divine Ordinance, may be ſaid ro reſiſt God 
himſelf, who is, the Sole, Author and Iaſtitutor. thereof 5 
and what a Man may expeCt-after fuch an Afront, I need, 
not; tell bim, for the Apoſtle doth, They that Reſiſt; ſhall 
receive. to themſelves Damnation. 

$2. Reliſtance 1s the breach of a Divine-Command,and: 
1n/ that reſpec the Abettors thereof can't be Guiltleſs ; Is 
not Qbedience and Subjcftion to Civil Authority mads our 
Duty, and: preſt upon us frequently in Holy Writ, as well 
in the Old Teſtament as the New 3 The particular Places 
to. this purpoſe are ſo well known that I need. not repeat 
them, at,large 3 that of-the Text is ſufficient at preſent. 

Now, it is granted; 08 all hands, that a Divine Command: 


reacheth. the Conſcience: 'God therefore: having given us 
an expreſs command: for Subjeftion, hath thereby made it 
our Duty, and having given us an.expreſs Prohibition a- 
oainſt Reſiſtance hath, made. that a-Sin, -.and conſequently 
matter of Conſcience to every-Chriſtian ; For Conſcience 
mult, evermore have.a Divine Command for its Dire&gion 
and. Guide, for -its Rule 'and, Warrant ito Att by, other- 
wiſe 'tis not Conſcience, .but; ſomething elſe that deſerves 
a worſe Name. Now <anfider, a thing becomes never the- 
more Lawful- or; Ltnlayful in it ſelf, becauſe. it.is grown a 


.. Cuſtom and Faſhion with ſome Men to;plead Conſcience: 


ol : - . 
S &. bw” 2» 24.5 


_ Conſcience then, being; fo ,vartable, :is/n9) 
JREE. aca 11 hl ale ad aredof 0 


for. or againſt it 5: except you will grant that Conſcience is. 
Infallible .in all Men alike, or that a Man can't do amiſs, 
or go. wrong, that; pretends. to follpw the Dicates of his: 
Conſcience ; for then, when two, Perſons Atdirectly con-- 
trary t0-0ne another, both. may _be ſaid 40\ be in the- right; 
it they do but follow, theis Conſcjencey,, the on&/in doing, 


the other in Forbearing what they'axe c -_o. woe 
:all, 


x-rhiſtaken; x 
there-- 


Ins 
is for want of: which;'it bn orcht! 
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therefore: that only becomes neceſſary to be done, which 
God hath commanded, and that only Sinful and Unlawful 
which he hath forbidden. S 

Now let us bring this home to the Caſe in hand. By this 
Rule, all Seditious Pradtices, and violent Attempts / againſt 
the Government, - being forbidden by God, are as much 
Sins as atiy Ac of Prophaneſs and Impiety whatſoever 
and are never the more Warrantable, -becauſe ſome Men 
have pleaded: Conſcience in Defence thereof, and diſguisd 
their Fattion under the Veil of Religion. - Well therefore 
may we apply that of the Apoſtle, which hath been ſo oft 
urg'd againſt this very Duty 3 Whether is better to be Obey d, 
God or Man, judge ye. So in'this matter, Whether ought to 
be moſt obeyed ? God, whocommands Subje&ion, and for- 
bids Reſiſtance or ſuch Turbulent,and Diſaffeted:iPerſons, 
who plead Conſcience againſt every.thing they diſlike,and 
pretend Religion to the negle& of this Duty, in oppoſt- 
tion to a poſitive Precept and Divine Command ? 

The Text tells us, againſta King there is no Rifing up : 
that is, as I have already told'you, there ought tobe none; 
Had the People but the tenth-part as much for Reſiſtance, 
as here 1s againſt it, no Government would be quiet, nor 
Kings ſuffer'd: to fit long upon their Thrones 3 when yer 
ae are in ſo much danger, from the Patrons of FaQion 
and Sedition,- notwithſtanding all the Provifion which God 
himſelf hath made for their Security. | 

This will further appear, if we conſider the Infonfiſten- 
cy of it to our Chriſtian-Profefſion. Wherefore, 

$ 3. Reſiſtance, or Oppoſition to Civil Government, 
1s contrary to, the -Do&rine of Chriſt 5 Examples of the: 
Apoſtles, and the whole Genius-and -Delign: of the Go+ 


The Dodrine of Chriſt is well known, and hath-beew 
ſufficiently vindicated this Occafion. It recommends. 
to.its Profefdors- all  admixable Vertues and ——_ 
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-which are inconſiftent with 3 fieroe and violent 


to it, and be mingled 


.tent 5; But as 4 ſheep before the Shearers is. dumb, ſo 
* aot bis Mouths faith the Evange 


2 viour .in our Comportment- 


(6Y 
Mind: It Enjoyns- us to pray for our Enemies, and our 
ve nRg «2 we ſutfer wro ully, to beat it patient- 
lys; to do Good for Evil, 1 of retu it: to take 
vp the Crofs rather thin the Sword; for which Peter was 


© ſharply rebuled by his Maſter and Ours. Now there can 


be no Reſiſtance but — of Revenge maſt prompt 
with it 
Now if by the Laws of ous Religion weare forbid Re- 
venge, or the returning of Wrong towards our Equals and 
Ilnferiours, much more towards our Superiours. For if 
Ln Charty is due to the' one, Fanh and Loyalty 
thereto, ts doe to the Orher. And if to 
Cs hs ly, be a Duty be ſure wrongful Refi- 
anos Sto IeGECriie Now all Reſiſtance is of this kind, 
for want of a Lawſaſ: Authority to: beay it our. 
$-: Then for 'the Example of Chrift; this was nothing 
elſe but a Prexir upon his own Doftrine 5 inſtrudting 
pea Ko wr as well by his meek and gentle Behaviour, 
- his admirable. Counſel and Advice. Though his 
was the moſt Juſt and Righteous, and himſelf the 
moſt innocent Perſon in the World ; tho his © ary were 
the moſt Cruel, and his Sufferings the moſt Severe, attended 
with all the Circumſtances. of Ignominy and Reproach 3 
yet the great Saviour of the World, and /Exemplar of us 
Chriſtians, was ſo far from offering at Refiſtance, or any 
likE-it; that he did nor utter ſo much as a threatning 
Word, nor make ſhew of the leaſt Murmuring or _ 
ed 
lical Prophet. om when he 
wer reviled, reviked not. again 5 when he ſuffered, he threat- 
ned not, but committed himſelf to hine ſa Judgeth Righte- 
. ouſy's; ſaith the Apoſtle. 
the more: we reſemble 


(9.9 
the'greates'afſurance we. have of being his Diſciples in+ 
deeds this will entitle us to the Adoption of Sons, and 
make us Heirs with him of the promifed Reward. 

$. Add to the Example of Chriſt, that of his Apoſtles, 
who were 18 all reſpeds admirable Followers of the Bleſſed 
Jeſus 3 inſtead of revenging their Sufferings, or reſiſting 
the Powers under which they fuffered, they on the quite 
contrary rejoyc'd in Aﬀiction, and gloried in Tribulations. 
they accounted it an Honour ta tread in the fieps of rheir 
great Maſter, and to be ſo evil intreated by the World for 
His ke. 

Now 'tis not only the Cauſe, but the Manner of Suffer- 
ing, or our Behaviour under it, that makes our Sufferings 
like thoſe of Chriſts ; for let our Sufferings be upon what 
account they will, whether Civil or Religious, 'tis ourPa- 
tient and Submifive Demeanour under them, that makes 
them Chriſtan Sufferings, and: to reſemble thoſe of our 
Blefled Redeemer 3 nay, the Manner of Suffering is every 
whit as mach to be regarded as the Occalion ; tor a Man 
may ſuffer in a good Cauſe aftera bad manner, and there- 
by loſe the Reward of his Sufferings for waat of Faith and 
Patience to ſupport and carry him through : Again, He 
that ſuffers in an ill Cauſe, may become ſo Senſible of his 
Fault,- and Penitent withal}, as to find Pity from Man 
and Pardon from God ; whereas the beſt Cauſe can never 
jaſkify the 1mpatient murmurings and diſcontent of. its fro- 
ward Martyrs or peevifh Confelors. L 

$. To this purpoſe, let us conſider a while the.Example 
of the Primitive Chriſtians, how they behav'd themſelves 
under all their Perfecutions, and we fhall find them Folow- 
ers of the Apoſtles, as they were of Chriſt, and thereby 
prov'd themlelves no leſs his . Scholars and: Diſciples than: 
they. We find them made up of Patience and Submiſhon, 
Meckneſs and Long-ſaffering'z they underwent the greateſt 
Rage, ſharpeſt Torments, and. ſevereſt Perſecutions that + 
could: be, yet with an Apoſtolical temper, and Chraſt-like. 


frame 


48) 
frame' and- diſpoſition of Mind ,' amid'ſt _all the Cruelties 
threatned on the one hand, and inflited on the other, we 
find nothing could provoke them to a Diſturbances we 
read of nothing they did in way of Revenge or Deſpite to 


' their Governours 3 and notwithſtanding the late difingeni- 


ous Repreſentation of the Chriſtians in J»l;an's Time, yer 
from the beſt Account we have given us of that, and the 
Preceding Ages,- we are allur'd, that the Patience of the 
Chriſtians was equal to the Rage of their Adverſaries, and 
their Conſtancy and Reſolution in bearing Injuries, was- 
greater than -that' of their Enemies in the Mfliting of 
them. | | 

Nay, their Sufferings were rather cauſe of Joy and Tri- 
umph, than of Quarrel and Revenge : Magis damnati 
| abſoluti gaudemws, (aid the moſt Ancient of all the 
Fatine Fathers: We are more chearful at the news of our 
Condemnation than of our: Acquitral or Abfolution : Now 
their willingneſs to ſuffer, and forwardneſs to ſubmit, is 


an nt they -were much better Chriſtians than the 


generality of thoſe, who think themſelves in the uppermoſt 
Form 7 Chriſt's School, and yet have not dh this 
What kind of Weapons thoſe were which the Primitive 
Chriſtians oppoſed to all the Abuſes and Ourrages of their 
Adverſaries, 1s very well known: They made uſe of no 
Offenſive Arms againſt the very worſt of Princes,. nor any 
other Defence than that of Prayers and Tears, Apologies 
and Supplications 3 aliter nec debeo nec poſſum reſi, agg a 
the Warlike Biſhop of Mzlas.. According to the Principles 
of their Religion, they could not make any, other Defence, 
they were not permitted any other Reſiſtance. | 
And therefore one great Topick they inſiſted on in their 
Apologies for themſelves and their Religion was this, I hat 
it was-the greateſt friend ro Government in the World 5 


- no Ways countenanc'd Sedition, nor  encourag'd to Re- 


bellion 3 but on the contrary, kept Subjets within the 
i _ ſtricteſt 


x unde. 13 {2} 07 Rc erty _ ETE 
+ ' Objefion- This in greaſe iy: knowledge 
| to be true, but not upon the” Principles of Canſcience and 
Religion : ris true, oy, , the Ptimirive.Chriftians did 
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> againſt his Brother, much more 
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44 3 .may-j y: g:the atal Conlequence e of 
[a Prefiamption, foretold by ourSaviour, - when he faid, 


my 


They- that take the Sword  Periſh with it; 'which woſt - — 26. 


Men have found- true to their own Colt,  cither firſt orlaſt, * 
ſooner or later: Wherefore you ought to be Subject (asthe 
Apoſtle. ſaith) fer Mroth Jake, that iis, for fear of the juſt 
Judgement of God. overtaking you in'this Life, cither im- 
medjately from his own hand, or that of the, Magiſtrate: 
Bur thi not all, there is ſomething Worſe than this yer 
behind; wherefore, 
$:5- God-hath. threatned tor puniſh this Sin with Di: 
& our 
The word indeed are g_ 3" but how- 
to the Analogy of Scripture, it may refer to 


ever,accotding 


At Kefies v (6 yu ae ar ti bc of 
f 5. ave r a 
which the Apoſtle tells ws is =; 4 20w os Wages of Sin i Rom.6-2:; 


of the Law of God, 
Death,that is, of all Sin;and: This a the reſt: and then 


-what.a Woful Caſe muſt they be in, who Live and Dye in 
Im Faye. of, or ICIS, —_ Judgement of 


ghe to an Humble 


pt Nr dgemeve t 


Now who wonld venture upon this Sing, which carries 


Shame in the Front, and Damnation in the Rear? Who 
would. hazard; his $oul, tho:ir were for the.Conquelt of the 
whole World,much lef'for. a:fmal toda pate theres, 
Strange !. 


: Trntnrd wod cada 
then dry purp tas. ſhould Ry to allow TEz: 


(as). 
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Cer hah ah 


aw hs co 
the” thoſt 


2 Hen «Guile: sbd:ſkidy} all «they can for Prerences #0 
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—_— miti mo tather than take Warning: and 
fo valt aPaniſhmeht 3 is 
ro gm ami 


To conclude hi Particular NO we we dream 
of the Original of the Magiſtrates pI FELLA ligion 
for certaitteaches' us to acknowhedpe it xo be Divine, attH 
to proceed from God : It makes rh; not 
ing all Evaſions-and Pretences to the contrary, to becotte 
our Duty, andchat as well for Conſcience, as Wrath ſake'; 
and-doth morcover caution us againſt Refiſtance,'as a great 


and Damning Sin, Deſtruftive to the Souls, as well as Bb- 


diesiof Mens, and being ſo, whart'is there in; this World 


that is worth the hazarding our Souls for; what kind of 


Chriſtians muſt they -be, that can ſwallow down a Sin of 
this'Nature fo glib, " anddigeſtiro tightly; and-whatkind 
.of, Subjeds-are they that ſhall goabout to wreſt the Laws,as 
(ome have done the'Scri in Favour-of this Sinz'a'Sin 


fo abommable in the of God, that as Sawmwel told Sal, 
| Rebellion was as the Sin of Witcheraft: and/that is the Rea- 


ſon, faith a Modern Writer, 'tharthe Devil vas ſo forward 
x0 tetyptithe Fews to it of od, * and'the'Chroſtians of late ; 
W. my Soul come not thou into their Secrets, auth wnto 
their Aſſemblies be not thou united. Gen. 49.6. 

4.1 come now to: confider the chiefeſt ObjeQions that 
are uſually made uſe of this Dofrine, which I ſhall 
endeavour to Anſwer wr + Reſolution'of choſe theve 


— Inquiries. © © © 1593007 Viet n: > 9HTr- 


1. Whether Subjetion is due'to Bo Gorerionr al 
as Good. 


2. Whether it continues our Duty Wien Re i in 
apparent Hazard and Danger. An, '*! 1 Wor 
2. When 


YIEIMW 


C45) 
3 When the Laws of the Land, orwhich is all one,when 
the Crvi Rights and Libertics of the Sabjet are invaded. 
To all which I anſwer, Yes; Sabmifſion is our Duty un- 
der all thaſe Circumſtances. 
c<. 4.As to. the firſt I irys Let our Governours bene- 
wer Go Bad; Actual 1ence-is due-to: all their Lawful 
Commands, and Submiflion to thofe that are Otherwiſe 3 
but'in-no- caſe Refiftance to either. For what the Apoſtle 
advaſeth Servants toward. their Maſters, holds equally true 
Pinker prong ppt 
100 0 wHD | per.2.18.. 
all Fear; n2t- only; to-the Good and Gentle, bat alſo to the Fro- Fe 
ward :: which (rotiwe; and St. Auguſtine before him, refers 
to Princes-and Subjedts, as well as to Maſters and Servants: 
For as the Authorwy of the Maſter, fo the Power of the 
Pranee, of the Evil -and Froward, as wdl av of the Good. 
and jo mam naar waged barrage be Wicked 
Authority 1s 
nk an agar oats red 
dinance of God. For Doainior is not founded 1n Grace, 
Trey log 12 wo Rights of. Prigces depend upcn: 
or Felſe 5 the Power of the Ma-- 
CE nn oh oem Del, becauſe he is a Good 
man, and never the leſs from God, becauſe be'is a Bad man; 
but the Anthority of the Good and Bad is alike in Both, 
and derived from one and thedame Original, notwithſtand- 
1ng.the Abuſe thereof when in Bl hands: To this purpoſe - 
chat of St. Auguſtine is very well known 3 Etiam: Nacexti- ,,, 1 
aw -Poteft as-w01 oft nift + Doo 3 The Power even of Hartful nat Boi 
| Princes or Tyramts 3; foom God-: and inthe fifth Book o af DR 
ar om nu of Bod, 'Hle/inftancerh in the: NN y_ wn 
RomaniEmporones, z Angſt o, Neroni, 
Rai Corftantino ſaves, th. Apoihats "Juliano, fc. 
4hat gave the.'Sovereign Power-40- Augy/tuv Aj ee - 
wiſe-to Nere 3 and: He that .cpnterid; in- 


——_ Sno y a Tegan rrp = 
po te, - 
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«1 AA Odnr 
"M tae 3 >. « 


poſtate NO. ps caufir manquid 
| 5 and 'this;-faith he; S3ortultis  anagued; in- 
Juſtis ?- tho by hidden Cauſes, and for fecret Reaſons to us 

unknown, yet ſuch as are never Unjuſk, | 

The Abuſe therefore of a Lawful Power in the Prince, 
1s.no excuſe foratiunlawful A& in the SubjeR,:as Refiſtance * 
is 3 for if the Prince receives his Power from'God, to him 
only. muſt he be Accountable for itz but the Subjects caſe 
4s different, for if he fails in his Duty, he is Accountable 
both-to God and his Governours. Authority. then however 
d, ought not to. be. opposd, ſecing God hath al- 
lowed no ſuch thing;nor given SubjeAts any ſuch Permiſſion; 
but. they-ought-to obey as fat. as lawfully they 'may, and 

where.they cannot do that, then to fit fv and be Qui 
Submit to the good Pleaſure of God, and prepare for'Suf- 
Eriog, : when He in his Providence ſhall call them to it, 

23 then he doth when. they. cannot avoid it without Sin. 
pts avs 4 oy lt we muſt preſently fiy tro Arms; or 
break forth into open Force and Reſiſtance upbn the Miſ- 
carriage of Government, or, becauſe perchance we are ob- 
noxious/thereto, and may-think our ſclves'in ſome Danger 
[to ſuffer under-itz pray, what then will become of the F aith 
and: Patience of the Saints, {0 much celebrated m Scripture, 
and ſpoken of in Former Times?'Where would be that Chri- 
ſtian Forbearance, Long-ſuffering, and Self denial, which 
our Religion enjoyns in. Times of Suffering and Perſecuti- 

on. from/Bad Princes and Governours. | 

The great Evangelical Duties of Meekneſs, Patience,and 
Submiſſion to the Will of God, which are preſt ſofrequent- 
ly upon Chriſtians-by the Holy Ghoſ# 5 Are they of Force 
only- under. Good Princes, and not -under- Bad ? Under 
Good Princes there is commonly httle/or no need of them ; 
and if they. are not of Force under Bad, there'is never like 
-tO Mn. them at-all 3 and then —_— 
Anke? Vain, and to no purpoſe'im the World; which muſt 
-ncedsrefle& upon the Divine Wildow,in enjoyning us Du- 
24h | ties 


oy Re Kc, FADED | 

Praftice of oo * but hone, Fhope, w! dareto 
Sarge God tha fooliſhly 

In a Word; Oheatbank, if ou yr ed w>Y = 
ib mit orlfy tothe Good 8 Gents, ah noe 08 E 
_ try s.. you pet oe Apherr band 

omplyitig, ſo long as things are hike to po well oft 
fide, pF lon x = is oo wel' rho 
Words of our Saviour to the Phariſees, What | ; 
thah others? Do not the very Heathen and Þ! 
fame? Are not' the worlt' Men as good 
des to? And do you think the Reli igior 
texch/ you to beno better tharr they: Your Ri ; 
even in this Reſpe& muſt exceed that of - the Scriber and 


am if ever you hope to a PHE 


or 63 2. In Anſwer to the ſecond On, "tis not the 
Cauſe of God, nor Preſervation of R 
fie Refiſtance of a Lawful Authorty 3 _ 


Pare 
Abſurd i Prepatictous 

Ke ro 3 vey A Rehigion, while they ſtmd'n hens 

Defence thereof, and tq tranſgreſs the Lawsof | 

$h-> fame od Reeſo on vice 


ther thai the lbs - 

- Give tne leaye "OM 
People who uſe $0 be' r 
Yor that think your © ſelyes 


Pritice, out of 7: EEE q, wy 
ow is it, thar you would coritend | $ It 
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2..JF. this þe FO. you. would. « for; Tis fi 
S gba bo both you and your Religion a oh 
and = ander: For ſuch Religion as this; be ex 
by pot nn, Diſguiſe; ; and 'ſach, Faith, nothing but 
er a Vail. -This-5:fſuch.a Religion that. ng,Goz 
be alas 40, the : Wox|, will endure, go! where.you'will; 
09..gor your (elves. neither, if. you were uppermoſt'z, and 
doth, 1t become LOI: to plead: Conſcience for ſich a 
an. as! t them upon the wolt Infamous. and 
Ajable; Prdiees pad; peader chem Otiom and, 
xg Governments under can: 
"Hand, Is.it the Religion of Chriſt, the 
Doacne of the Goſpel, and, Pure, Chriſtianity... that-you 
d firogge, for, > Why this very, Goſpel and Religion, 
an bo” re ocberyiſe e 3; tisan Humble, Quiet, . and 
eRel! gion; of the great: "Meekneſs Forbearance, 
and Serial; aReligion, that is made upof nothing but 
Loy and Ch RT, Peace and Unity, Forgiveneſs and Long- 
faffering 5 a: n that abhors Violence, dams Refilt- 
1 / Ex provibey the uſe. of ,Fqrce and Violence 
CONE £0. A9-OWN Geais, rogerber, with 
to pretend any, of. theſe for the 
a Rekg As this, i is the greateſt Contradidi- 


1 that, Good may cams of ityis a, . 


q We, mvp; not willingly 
Guts als The, Zr (hop 


uch : 


Es with a Pay draw the Sword againſt a Lawful 


rity;thoat | of, the $aviaxr of the World Zt 
_— jetly_pern ot taken; and ſlain, tho, w wFOng- 
Figh + by; wicked Hands 3 rather then attempt his Ref- 


_ cue. in an Nawaraouble i manner. Agrecable hereunto, we. 
ou he 1 nOL. to, take. « cither the. Safety, or Reformation 
cbgion 3a. ſucþ a Ls Hl himſel dath difapgrov 


£ 
- Mad 
"TS 
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pf :- Such men, inſicad of hoping to'be: Accepted for their 


Zeal, may be ſent away with a a= 2 or who 
hath required theſe things at your han herefore thoſe 
Pretences of Religion.gre never to be Truſted, which tend 
to any Ill Deſign. againſt the Goverpment, or are Jnconl? 
ſtent with any part:of our Chriſtian Tay, mh of 


Subje&ion.1s-none of the leaſt. 


3. Neither will the Invaſion of the "Pra or --xhich ; is 


all one, of our Civil Rights and Priviledyer, jultifie Refiſt 
.ance again(t-the Sovereign. 


Fi 


\ Buy-now, becauſe People are apt'to be Alafinntd> and 


.Objed& in this caſe.: That if. we muſt not ſtand op iiyche 


Defence of our Laws and Liberties, .when they chance 
to 'be invaded, this: is; the ready way*to invite” Injuries 
and O ppreſſions from the Prince, to- enſlave a Freeborx 
People, .and-open.the. Door. for Arbitrary Sway and Go- 
verntment:to 'come::in upon} us, withoutrany hope of Re- 
dreſs in ſuch-a Grievous Cale :: To this [ ſhall reply inthe 
following particulars. -: | 

$ 1. We.may- endeavour the Comnciety and: Preſervation 


of our Libertics and-Eſtates by. all Lawful means, in a-Le- 


gal way; add after a Modeſt, :Humble, ad Peaceable man- 
nor; ſuch as the Laws of the Land do allow of,-and is con- 
ſiſtent, with that Duty and Reſpett, which by the Law of 
God we owe our Prince. |. . 

- $ 2+ Letour Gircumſtances: het & hard bod Grie- 
,vous,. yet to-g9 about ta:Remedy:them-by Publick»Re- 
ſiRance and Oppoſition," is the worſt-way we-can poſſibly 
take, For this ts a Courſe which is both 01 el Un- 

Are. 

Phe. fixſt» Unlawful; and that cording to: the Laws 
both, of Gad and Man.. /; +21 

- 4-2- 'Fis Unallowable byabe hows of: God,rcor.aovdes 
ding to the Principles of Religion, as I have already prov'd 
at large from the DoGrige and Example of Chriſt,: and rhe 
PraRice of the Apoliles SR Primitive Chriſtianity. -- Bor 


here- 
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to-Buffed bs fl /Decan of Thi, 
aber tg wa ef 
Wan 


us. F neeoimes of he Nation ::Andi2ho 
ce and nearn ET 2 the vaſe, 
yet: they arc never.to-be! p to the prejudice of ovr 
Qanigirroes tn of any known Religious Duty, 
10 2Tsi0me;| $0 Ge:RlLand Suffepoather-chan Riſe © ana 
Reſiſt, -is Dyr#s Sermo, a hardiLeflon 3'bat- yer is ſuch a 
Leſion that God bath ſet-us, and muſt be learn, ds making 
irs part of oar. Religion *It may be chonght 
ooliſh and Unreaſonable-at firſt fight; and ig the 
on: of inoft tven,/ but! vill appear quite:other wiſe/upon ſe- 
vond, ; when conſidered according to the wea- 


ſaves of the Golpel. 
r kwprudcut and lapolitick ts 


\ However, let it appear as' 
OI I Inge Mands,/'yet the Polrgy of this 
Worlds ro givewayto they Clenphtciey of. the Goſpet; 
and if God: hath:onoe! made it. our Duty; *ris-not all: the 
Objetions drawn from Titereſt-and Reaſbns of State thet 
can,make it otherwiſe, except the Argument holds good, 
that we were! Exgiihh-wen before we-were: and 


Caugt an cata iohts and Brivi 


has ry this 'way of atguing we x ical, the 
whole! Law of Bod, b, al Toode tho ; part of our 
Chriſtian Duty, © - 009 6-pn7 7 wy oman hc 
wrdſt and v1 For arewe) not Her as well as Chri. 
Biters; andre we not Howie; Credit ; and 
$0 be trnder-of, /as will as Provileges > Why-/then may-we 
not. plead. the-One againſt Conſcience and Duty as well as 
the Other 2 What 'more Mean and Gonad, waxin 
Prevd cam ay, thanzo ro-turn-one Check when we are 
ſwitten on the other, to forbear R 6 pon an Infig 
rr SP anc Atfont with. and requite 
This 40's man of more Honovrthan Con- 
þ a ſpunds)Low:and-'Mean, Baſe and Ignoble, 
Une ey RIS BY than This. Now'if 


(2r) 
It s got- warraNtable to oppaie any of theſe Workdly>Coh- 
faderations tothe greater Obligation of Conſcience inmat- 
ter of forgiving Enemies, _ "—— by Injuries; no more 
ought, we £0 object agamſt, in Hand, upon an 
Poluick Monve or Ct ; -R3- 
Poth our Religion oblige us to bear and endure ſformuch 
from one another, and nothing at all from our Rulers ; to 
lay afide Malice and Revenge, Hatred and IM Will towards 
our Equals and Infertours,and not ro do the like towards 
our Superiours, and thoſe whom God in his Providence 
hath adyanced /fo-much above us. This Non-refſſterce 
therefore being engoyn'd by Chrift, becomes as much our 
*Puty towards our Gavernours, as the Other of Forgiveneſs 
our Duty to each other. 
$. From the Doctrine, let me defire you to turn your 
Eyes once more upon the Example of Chriſt, and mark his 
Behaviour: a little more narrowly : As he was no Hef#vr 
to tefuti ah Afﬀront immediately, or as ſ00n as It was-of- 
fer'ds (o neither did he fet up fora Champion or Patriot 
of his;Country againſt his Duty to the Rowen Emperour 
he never cf 'the Gaufe vt the. Þvfb Religionts pro- 
mote a Faftion, or carry on a Party againſt the Govern- 
ment: He would not Atfert che Liberties and Priviledges 
of his Country-men ( tho: they. enjoyd them by a Divme 
Grant.) .m prejudice to Cz/ar's Authority, or to the Inter- 
rapting of the 'Publick.Prace 3 ſo grear a Friend he wasto 
the Quiet of the World, and ſo' htthe Encouragement did 
: he give tothe Diſturbers of it. 
"Phe Romer bad many good Lawe tote 4 by,ahd 


cat-Privil betonging to them amch a8 it was 
_ lawful 7 1s rm. gs beat han with Rods like 
a ordinary Malcfattor, as it! the Caſe of St; Pagdi Vet the ©2225 
Prieitive-Chriſtians ( many of whom were Rowny, and 
born ta thoſe Privitedpes whicts others parohasd-) never 
laid. claim to any of rheta to-1he Prejudice of thei Doty 
towards the higher Powers y burctoſe ng Mae" 
o , 


\ 
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M1; even ro'Life-ir {elf which alone is ſufficient to'weig 
down all the Reſt ) rather 'than ſave-either the one or-thi 
-other-by Reſiſtance. * | 
- If chen the great Concern of Life ought not to exempt 
us from Subjetion; then furely no other Conveniencies 
or Advantages relating thereunto can poſlibly-do it +-For 
are we' not commanded to part with' Lands'and Livings, 
Friends-'and Relations, rather than' Deny Chriſt,- or any 
-part of his Religion, as this 'of Subjetion'to Goyernours 
1s, and a conliderabte part too. e CUTOITS [12 
- - And how Extravagant-ſoever fuch a'piece of Selfdeny- 
al may be-look't upon in or by the World "yet this ſhould 
not Moye a Chriſtian, who hath a Soul to be concern't 
for, of more worth than the ' whole ' World, and all the 
-Honours and Advantages thereof put together: This for 
certain-:wilt ſecure our Condition with- reſpe&t to' a 'Fy- 
-tuxe \State, whatever : may happen or fall out in''This ; 
whenas all our Loſſes and Sufferings in this World ſhall be 
abundantly made-up with a rich Recompence of Reward, 
and 4 far wore Exceeding and Eternal weight of Gloyy 3, 
W ore, Chriſtians, comfurt one another with theſe 
Hopes. But, ſecondly, | 

$. 2. To'put the matter out of all doubt, -Refiſtance is 
Unlawful - according to the Laws of the Land ; For the 
Wiſdom of: our Princes, and Loyalty of our Parliaments 
have ſufficiently provided againſt Taking up of Arms a- 
gainſt the King or his Miniſters : and to This the whole 
Nation have Sworn, and given their Aſſent once already 
by their Repreſentatzves, and every man doth it over again 


in his own Perſon, as oft as they are admitted to an 
lick Employment either in Church or State. | 
. Our Laws are accounted 1n all reſpe&s as Loyal as: our 
Religion, arid I make no-queftion, the Profeſſors 'of 
.that Honourable Science are better able to vindicate 'them 
herein, than I can ns do: Yet thus much -is evident 
to all that have but the leaſt inſight into the. Conſtitution 
| of 


of our; Government, that no Nation. under' Heaven; hath, 
been;-more- Sollicitous for their Sovereigns Honour and 
Safety, none more tender of their PrincesReputation-and 
Government than Our Own 3 and therefore no Country 
bath better Laws, and no Laws make better Proviſion, et- 
ther for the Prince-or People than theſe of the Engliſh Nati- 
on. Our Conftitution is the Happieſt and Safeſt both for the 
One and the other, if we had but Eyes open to ſee it, 
oo thankful enough to Acknowledge it as we 
Oougant, . i. 
; No War can be juſtifiable, but what is begun and car- 
ried on by a Lawful Power, and the People of England. 
wall always want that in their taking up Arms againſt their 
Prince; for. the Law hath made all Reſiſtance of this Na+ 
ture [llegal, by acknowledging the Power of the Sword to. 
be folely in the King; fſo.that no man hath Power, or any 
Pretence of Power now to take up Arms, but by the Royal 
Authority, which be. ſure the King will never Commiiing 
againſt himſclf; oz if he ſhould, the Grant 1s void 19 its 
own Nature; as being inconſiſtent with the Eſſentials; of, 
Sovereign Power, which-cannot be Sovereign uanlets it. be. 
Treſihabh to03. and ſuch js that Power which our Kings. 
are inveſted withall, and which the, People do Rgcognize: 
every time they take the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
and declare. their Abhorrence of-that Traiterous Poſitian,. 
Of taking np Arms againſt the King, &c. Or any that are 
Commiſſioned. by him, | 

$. 3. The Methods of Reſiſtance and Open Force, (let the, 
Enemies of Paſſive Obedience fay what they will) are the 
moſt Uaſafe and Impolitick.Courſe we can take for the Pre- 
ſervation of Liberty.and Property 3, which will appear if 
we conſider, 


& 1. War, Civil War eſpecially, is. one of the moſt For- 
midable Violations of Publick Laws and Liberty ; for un- 
der pzetence- of taking up Arms for- the [Rights and Privis 
ledges of the SubjeQ, they. dv-bereby but. 


nvade thoſe of 
other 


——_ 
other rfjers, and Hazar# their own, Now the' oper Breach 
of the Laws b no good Method for attaining their Etid ; 
the ont Liberties to/ the 'chanee of War is the 
worſt evarſe we cart take to Preſerve them, and the Inya- 
ditip other mens Properties, but ar ll way of Securing our 
own : For this makes every mart guilty of that Crime which 
he is jealous of in his Price, namely, the becoming I/e- 
get, Unjuſt, and Oppreſſroe, Regardleſs of the Commonweal 
and Pablick Good 5 This makes Subjects more Arbitrary, 
than the moſt Abſolute Monarch , and Popular Fayy of 
much wotſe confequence than any unbounded Tyranr 

whatſoever; infomuch as the Remedy proves alwayes worte 
than the Diſeaſe, and Ends many times in the open Shame 
and- juſt Puniſhment of the firſt Authors and Abertors 
thereof: And tho the Prince may chance to fall in the 
Crowd, yet this is ſtill fo much the worſe for the Subje&, 
who ſeldom gets any thing thereby 3 for Rebellion and 
Diſobedierice under a good Prince is oft-rimes puniſh'd 
with the Saccefſiion of a Bad one. This hath been our 
Caſe once already, when we got mary If Maſters in the 
room of ore Govd ome: Let us take heed therefore of thoſe 
Commotions for which of late we have fmarted fo ſevere- 
Iy3 tet ws have a care we do not by our Mutiny and Sedi- 
tion diſturb the Goyernment;and thereby Sin onr ſelve- into 
2 worſe Condition than that we pretend to-Fear at-preſent. 

'$ 2. Refiftance is'a Merhod thar God ſefdom bleftes, and 
rarely Thrives with any Number of Men, that ſhall be fo 
wicked as to make uſe of it, 

The Safety of a Nation, and the Security of Government 
conſiſts more in Gods Providence and the Peoples Birietmeſs 
and Sabmiffion  therets, -than in their! Greateſt Forte ind 
Strongeſt Oppoſition; tor when they have done all they can, 
Ten to One but: things return' again into their Old Chan- 
nel. Notwithſtanding all we can do, God will govern the 


World; The Lord will, reign as King #p9n Earth, kt the 


People be never ſo Unruly, Miter af our Stits ahd Corrimne- 
Ou | tions 
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tions things ſhall go, notas we, but as God will have them; 
This Conſideration alone hath bore up the Spirits of the 
Beſt and Wiſeft Men in all Ages, after they had for many 
years Wearied and Puzled themſelves with the Irtricacy of 
Humane Affairs. | 
Pray conſider, what do People commonly get by Re- 
bellion, and ſuch like Violent Attempts, except it be to 
Rebell.themſelves into Bondage and Slavery, or Sin a Na- 
tion into thoſe very Dengers and M;ſchiefs which they are 
apt to. be ſo Jealousand Apprehenlive of. 
What hath France got by all her Civil Wars and Broil, 
( whereof that Nation had good ſtore — that Ty- 
ranical Yoke which ſhe would have ſbook off thereby, 
doth but fit the Cloſer upon her Neck, and Grates more 
heavily than ever; And-the Religion which they ſo cager- 
ly contended for, is now in great Danger to be utterly loſt 
and extinguiſh'd ; except a greater Power -than that' of 
Man, be pleaſed to interpole miraculouſly on its behalf, 
And to come nearer home 3 Pray tell me, What have we 
of this Nation got by our late Unnatzral Wars, notwith- 
ſtanding the Peoples Succeſs againſt the Government? What 
did we then purchaſe by all the Blood and Treaſure that we 
ſpent for ſo many years, but only Servitude and Arbitrary 
overnment, which was the very thing we pretended to 
Fear from-our Lewful Prince. What did we get by Depo- 
fing and Murdering of oe Good King, but the Ufurpation 
of Many in hisroom? What by diſſolving the Ancient Frame 
of Government, but the erecting of ſeveral Tyrannies in 
his ſtead. What got we by Baniſbing our Princes and No- 
bles, and Forcing them into a key. Land, but to ſend 
them for Shelter and Refuge to the Exemies of our Nation 
and Religion? And fhall we ſtill be at the ſame lay ?: Shall 
we be (till playiog with the Flames, which have ſcorch'd 
us ſo terribly already 2 This js to be worſe than Children, 
if after having been once burnt, we do not for ever after 
Dread the Fire, God forbid — that any among us ſhould 
in 


by 
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in tlie leaſt Favour, tnuch leſs Attempt over again the ſite 
Violent Courſes which have been the Occaſion of fo great 
-Unhappineſs to theſe Nations. | | 
After we had once ſhook the Government,and ſubverted 
the Ancient Frame and happy Conſtitution thereof, how 
long wasit beforethe Nation could Settle it ſelf again? We 
chang'd and ſhifted fo off, till we were in fear of Disband- 
ing all Government, and every man forc'd to ſtand upon 
"his Gzard as in time of War, and to take care of his own 
Defence, as they-began at laſt to do in this Cty: So much 
cauſe they ſaw of Fear, and fo little of Hope, or any thing 
certain to Truſt unto 3 and this was our Condition for ſe- 
veral years . For Rebellion, like an ſranſpicions Co- 
et, or Unluckey Confignr ation of the Heavens,doth not pro- 
ce all its! Efiefts at once, but continues its Malignant Tr 


duce 
fineree a long time after, as'it did then, nay, I may ſay, as 


ﬆ doth till; for unto our late Uncivil Commotions we 
may impure a great Part of our Preſent Fears and Jealon- 
fies, Unſatlement and Diſtraction. 

Now todraw towards a Concluſion: Seeing theſe thingsare 
ſv, what remains for us to do in our Preſert Cirommſtences, 
but to leave the Government of the World to the Maker 
of it, and the Management of Publick Afﬀairs to thoſe, whom 
the good Providence of God hath ſet over us. It belongs 


to our Governours to 'Rule and Reform the Stare, and to. 


God to Over-rule and Amend what may poſſibly be amis 
in them. We are not oblig'd to do God more Service than 
he hath allow'd us to do, or will thank us for, when we 
have done: We may Exceed and Over-a@ our Parts in one 
Extream, as well as be too Remiſs and ive mn the 
other'; hereby we teave no room for Syfſering, if we may 
Oppoſe, nor make uſe of our Faith and Patience, while we 
unwilling to have them exercis'd and rgo the Trial. 

To be Peaveable in1 peateable Timer, to be when 
there is no'greet Number of Examples to the contrary, to 
and Rwict when tlie Gerrivs and Complexion of the 
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whole Nation is ſo, this is not Thank-worthy, 'tis no leſs 
our preſent Intereſt, than Duty ſo to bez the moſt Fati- 
ous can be content to be Quiet, and Boaſt of their Loyal- 
ty in ſuch a Juncure as this : But to give proof of a Quiet 
Temper and Diſpoſition, to adhere to Principles of Peace 
and Loyalty when the whole Nation is preſt with contrary 


 Extreams, and diſtrafted with Oppoſite Fations on either 


hand, this is an Argument of a Good Man, Good Chriſtian, 
and Good Subjed& indeed; of one that is fix'd to his Prin- 
ciples, and bears a Good Conſcience in all things, tho he 
may be ill, thought of for his Pains, and badly treated by 
either Extream. 

'Tis therefore the Glory of our Church (for which not- 
withſtanding the Reproaches of many have fallen upon her) 
tis her Glory, I ſay, however, as it always was of our Re- 
ligion, that neither of them did ever encourage Diſturbance 
or Commotion in the State, or gave the lealt countenance 
to Force and Oppoſition againſt Governmem : Why then 
ſhe ſhould be Cenſur'd fo feverely for adhering to thoſe 
very Principles which were the Credit of Religion, and the 
Ornament of its firſt Profeſſours and Reformers, 1 do not 
underſtand. For People to brand us for Papiſts, or faſpe& 
us of Confederacy with the Common Enemy, for aflerting 
a Do&rine that is purely Chriſtian, and direaly Oppoſite to 
that of Rome, is to refle& upon our Laws and Keligion, 
which acknowledge as much as this comes to: At this rats 
what may not People talk, who think their Tongues are 
their own, and they may uſe them as they pleaſe; they may 
as well fay the Ancient Fathers of the Church were a 
company of Heathens, for perſuading the Chriſtians of their 
time to fubmit themſelves to the Tyranny of Pagan Princes 
and Perſecutours withont Refiſtancez as to fay, that we 
are Well-willers to Rome, or Ill-willers to our Conntry, for 
doing the ſawe Thing, and going upon the ſame Principles 
as they did ; nay, they may as well fay that Chriſt himſelf 

a Defign upon all CO under Heaven, acer 
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he hath enjoyn'd ;Submiffion to: the Higher: Powers, and 
made Reſiſtance Llalawful under the worſt of Princes. / -/'1 

But if the Principlesof our Church, and of thoſe men who 
charge her ſo heavily, were but. throughly weighd and com- 

c; 4s we {hould quickly ſee which of the two bids 
faireſt for ſich a CharaFer, and' doth moſt'deſerve to lye 
under ſuch a Suſpicion. However, let men Judge and Cen- 
ſure as they pleaſe, as their Intereſts may ſway,'or Aﬀe&i- 
ons incline them, yet, ſince the Author of our Religion hath 
made Reſiſtance a Si, and Subjefion a Duty upon all oc- 
.cafions, the Miniſters of Chriſt ( if they'-would be found 
Faithful) ought to connive at this Sir no more.than at any 
other 3 nor yet ſuffer the Guilt thereof to lye upon their 
Peoples Souls, without warning them of the great Evz/ and 
Danger of it, and putting them in- mind of their Duty to- 
wang: their Governours, as oft as need (hall require. 

In a, Word, As' we ought to Teach, ſo 'tis your part to 
Learn your, Duty towards God and the King, toward 
Church and State, as now eſtabliſtvd. Be not therefore fright- 
ed out of your Duty by the Apprehenſion of ' Rowifh Per- 
fecution on the one hand, nor by the Reproach of Cenſori- 
ous FeFion on the other ;| Think not {light of Paſſzve Obe- 
dience, as ſome lately have done, tho with little Credit et- 
' ther to themſelves or their Cayſe, nor yet run into the oppo- 
ſite Guilt of any Temptation in the/Vor/d; Do not ſhrink 
from the Principles of True Chriſtian SubjeFjon, nor of old 
Engliſh Allegiance: butlearn of an Apoſtle, to Fear God end 
Honour the King ; or take the Counſel of one of the Greateſt 
of Kings, and Wiſeſt of Men 3 wherewith I ſhall ſhut up 


this Diſcourſe. Prov.'24. 21. My Son, Fear thou the Lord 
and the King, and meddle not with theme that are given to 
change ; for their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who knows. 
the Ruine of them Both. 
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